We share the latest news for and by our community!
Hi friend,
Last month, we launched our Triple the Vote, Triple the Power campaign. We have already started knocking on doors,
working on our digital campaign, and reaching out to the Latino community in other ways to mobilize voters.
We also continue to provide trainings at our workers’ center, health resources at community events, and more to our
community to not only meet the immediate needs of our community, but also educate ourselves to build community
power. Read more about our last month below.

We welcome Siri to the team and celebrate Brenda's promotion!
Siri Vorvick has joined the team as our Environmental Justice and Communications
Intern. Siri is a junior at the University of Minnesota studying Spanish and urban
studies. She has a passion for understanding and living in cities, and believes it is
very important to be involved and committed to community, activism, and social
justice. She is starting her journey of working to fight urban environmental injustice
and being involved with COPAL is her first step towards doing so. Outside of COPAL,
she also works as a chef. We are excited to welcome her to the team!

Brenda Senteno has been promoted to Audiovisual Technician. Born in Jalisco,
Mexico, Brenda came to the United States when she was only 4 years old, spending
her childhood on both the south and north side of Minneapolis. Throughout high
school, Brenda participated in student council. She graduated from Volunteers of
America High School and is now studying Communications and Human Resources at
Minneapolis Community & Technical College. Before joining us as the
Communications Intern, Brenda worked with Restaurant Opportunity Center MN as
well as MIGIZI. These experiences shaped her worldview and reinforced her passion
for working toward justice, peace, and equality for all. We are proud to announce
her promotion!

Triple the Vote, Triple the Power

COPAL announced in June the start of its first partisan endorsement campaign for the candidates who most represent
and share the values of the Latino community and support its priorities in Minnesota. At the end of the month, we
launched our digital campaign.

The goal of the campaign is to build a sustainable, feasible, and measurable political program before the November 8
election and subsequent elections for the purpose of increasing voter registration in Latino communities, increasing
Latino voter turnout, and supporting candidates who share COPAL's mission of promoting Latino communities in
Minnesota.

If you want to be part of the process of choosing the candidates we're going to endorse, become a member today!

Become a member

Hear from our Executive Director, Francisco Segovia, at a press conference at the Capitol!

Health and Wellness
On June 29, the series of weekly community
vaccination clinics ended. For the past 11 months,
COPAL alongside M Health Fairview has been
present in South Minneapolis every Wednesday
offering free COVID-19 vaccination in a safe,
friendly place free of language or cultural
barriers. The clinic transited through the Central
Market, La Alborada Market, and the Primero de
Mayo Workers’ Center, enabling 1,909 people to
get a vaccine against COVID-19 and be safer in
their community.
Over the past month, COPAL navigators have
helped more than 100 people in the Latino
community connect with housing services, health
insurance, legal assistance, employment services,
COVID-19 vaccines, and MN Frontline Worker
Pay.

Remember to check our website and social media
to learn about future health events and available
resources.
If you are interested in having a health event in
your community, please contact us at (612) 2498736.

Learn more about available resources
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Civic Participation and Leadership
Starting last month, COPAL has been participating
in a Hennepin County program called Voter
Outreach and Engagement (VOE). The goals of
this program include
• making 15,000+ phone calls to Latinx
members of the community
• sending 10,000+ campaign texts to
eligible voters
• facilitating voter registration and
engagement at in-person events
• conducting voter outreach tabling with
COPAL’s other planned community
events, including monthly vaccination
clinics, monthly membership
meetings/trainings, and annual events
• engaging voters through social media
platforms; video production; and our
online radio station, Radio Jornalera MN
• hosting administering, and continuously
updating our online hub, MN Latino Vote
with information on voter registration,
elections and ballot initiatives, and
various educational resources and voting
support/assistance.
• staffing a bilingual and bicultural COPAL
helpline to support Latinx community
members with voter registration,
absentee ballot submission, and GOTV
efforts

Join the Civic Participation and Leadership Committee
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

South Central Initiative
One of the challenges for the Latino community
in South Central Minnesota has been the
availability of resources in Spanish. COPAL's
commitment in the south-central area is to form
relationships with agencies, organizations, and
institutions so that our community can access
programs and services in their own language.
The work of temporary frontline immigrant
workers is very important to the economy of the
state of Minnesota and its rural areas. We started
June with a vaccination event for these workers
along with the Department of Employment and
Economic Development (DEED) and the
Minnesota Department of Health. This event was
held in the city of Montgomery in Le Sueur
County, where 50 doses of COVID-19 vaccines
were supplied, as well as resources on COPAL
services including masks and home COVID
testing.
In June, we also closed with great satisfaction the
Welcome Communities Program in the city of
Blue Earth. With the support of community
leaders and new Latino generations, Blue Earth is
now a city that welcomes the diverse community.

Join the regional committee
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Environmental Justice
COPAL is working in partnership with Hope
Community to put together two environmental
justice focused murals located in North and South
Minneapolis. These murals are being designed
and painted by local community members and
organizations with bases in North and South
Minneapolis. They are set to be completed in
October, so look out for a celebration post!
Also, later this month, our Environmental Justice
Lead Organizer, Leslee Gutiérrez, will have the
honor of sharing her environmental justice story
with the community at the Fringe Festival’s
Changing the Narrative: Climate Stories for
Justice. This production is being led by Jothsna
Harris with Change Narrative and will be one you
won’t want to miss so get your tickets here now!

Join the Environmental Justice Committee
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Collaborations
Energy + Democracy
On July 7, Associate Executive Director of COPAL Carolina Ortiz joined Senator Amy Klobuchar, Minnesota Secretary of
State Steve Simon, Gabe Chan of Humphrey School of Public Affairs, and Dominic McQuerry of McKnight Foundation for
“Energy + Democracy” to talk about how voter engagement intersects with action on climate and justice. You can watch
the recording of the event here (scroll to the bottom of the page).

Changing the Narrative: Climate Stories for Justice
Leslee Gutiérrez, COPAL's Lead Environmental Justice Organizer, will be featured in Changing the Narrative: Climate
Stories for Justice at the Minnesota Fringe Festival (August 4-14, 2022). This show, produced by Jothsna Harris of Change

Narrative, is a sensory-evoking experience intended to connect minds and hearts on climate change and spur action on
this critical issue of our time. This production features live spoken word narratives, graphic illustration, music, and
poetry by climate justice organizers Whitney Terrill (Minnesota Interfaith Power and Light), Nicole Ektnitphong (Climate
Advocacy Lab), Leslee Gutiérrez (COPAL), Lisa Troutman (Drawn Well) and songwriters/poets Strong Buffalo and Ben
Weaver (known together as the musical duo Buffalo Weavers).

Mental Health Resources
If you or someone you know is experiencing a mental health crisis, please contact the MN Mental Health
Crisis Line: **CRISIS or **274747. Dial from your cell phone and you will be connected to your county crisis
team.
Check out the following summary of dental, general health and mental health services that the Minnesota
Department of Health has compiled at the lowest cost or at scale. Look at the column that specifies if they have
interpreters or people who speak Spanish.

Click here for low-cost health resources

Radio Jornalera MN
Radio Jornalera has grown to now six weekly shows every weekday and our daily morning show, El Jornal de
la Alegría with Mike Castillo every weekday from 7 to 10 AM. Tune in here or download the app.

We’re hiring!
Want to make a difference in the community? We are hiring! We are looking for committed employees for the
following position:
•

Field Organizer

In solidarity,
COPAL
Based in Minneapolis, COPAL is a grassroots organization established in 2018 with the mission of building racial, gender, social, and
economic justice for the Latino community in Minnesota. Now in its fifth year of operation, COPAL has built a network of more than
38,000 supporters throughout Minnesota. Learn more about COPAL’s work at https://copalmn.org.

