AUGUST 7 2024

CPD Blitz in MN, Cumulative Impacts Working Session,
upcoming events and more!

Hello,
Welcome to COPAL's Environmental Justice Newsletter where you can expect to find information
about outdoor events, access to green spaces, forced migration, green jobs, pollution reduction,
and an equitable transition to clean energy. We are excited for you to join us again!

If you have any news or events that you would like to add to next month's newsletter, reach out to
info@copalmn.org.

CPD Blitz in MN & CMEJ's Environmental Justice Tour

Last month, the Center for Popular Democracy (CPD), along with COPAL, New Justice Project, and

Take Action MN, hosted a climate organizing and leadership training Blitz in Minnesota. The training

and field work included a combination of workshops, canvassing exercises, door knocking, and more!

We were joined by several organizations and leaders from other states like California, New York,
Virginia, Nevada, ect.

COPAL led one of the first days of the blitz with context setting of environmental issues and solutions
in our state. Community Members for Environmental Justice (CMEJ) conducted an Environmental
Justice Tour, where participants were able to learn about polluters in North Minneapolis, allowing
them to draw connections to polluting projects in their own home states and communities. The tour
emphasized that fossil fuel and toxic industries tend to concentrate in low-income and communities
of color, resulting in health crises within our communities. We learned that this concentration isn't
incidental, but rather, a deliberate outcome of policies that continue to cause harm to communities
across the US and globally.

If you are interested in experiencing a CMEJ Enviornmental Justice Tour, inquire
about requesting a tour HERE.



https://www.cmejustice.org/ej-tours
https://www.cmejustice.org/ej-tours
mailto:info@copalmn.org

ﬁ Group photos from the blitz training and the CMEJ Environmental Justice Tour

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency: Cumulative
Impacts Working Session

In the 2023 legislative session, environmental justice areas were defined in Minnesota. These areas
are neighborhoods in and around the Twin Cities, Duluth, and Rochester. A lot of these neighborhoods
are where communities of color live.

The law states that when a new building is getting permission to be built in these neighborhoods,

the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) will be required to do an analysis of how much

pollution the building will add to existing pollution in the area, or in other words, a cumulative impact
analysis. Currently, the MPCA is creating the rules that will determine the strength of this law.

In July, the MPCA hosted their first working session in Saint Paul where they discussed what indicators
and/or data could be used in a cumulative impact analysis, using input on community exposures and
stressors.

On August 14th at 5:30 p.m., at the Lincoln Park Middle School cafeteria, the MPCA will host their
second working session. This second session will focus on community benefits agreements. Find the
details of the meeting here!



https://www.pca.state.mn.us/events-and-meetings/cumulative-impacts-working-session-community-benefit-agreements-2024-08-14
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/events-and-meetings/cumulative-impacts-working-session-community-benefit-agreements-2024-08-14

State Parks Becoming More Accessible: All-Terrain Track Chairs

There are currently all-terrain track chairs available at 13 Minnesota state parks, including Fort

Snelling State Park. Track chairs are all-terrain, electric powered chairs that can be used on

designated trails within the park. These chairs can help visitors explore areas of the state parks in
new ways, often on trails that are not suitable for regular wheelchairs.

Track chairs are available year-round in some locations, and seasonally in others. Please call ahead
to ensure a track chair will be available during your visit. Find participating state parks and more
information here.

‘ Image of a state park visitor using an all-terrain track chair.

Spill Paint Not 0il Community Fund
Help Fund Art Making for Political Action

Spill Paint Not QOilis a community-driven art action collective that creates art to organize, build power,

and support movements in and beyond the Twin Cities. They create space to build relationships and

deepen organizing within and across movements, campaigns, and communities. While they primarily

focus on abolition, anti-extraction, and justice movements in the Midwest, Spill Paint regularly acts
in solidarity with other activist groups locally and around the country.

Spill Paint Not Oil grew out of the Stop Line 3 movement and has grown into a large collective of
artists and organizers supporting a broad range of movements. They are currently raising funds to

pay for their studio space and art supplies.

Please, consider donating to Spill Paint Not Oil!



https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/state_parks/track-chairs.html
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/state_parks/track-chairs.html
https://givebutter.com/spno

Upcoming Outdoor Events

One aspect of COPAL's Environmental Justice work is connecting community members with

outdoor activities. BIPOC Minnesotans are less likely to utilize and connect with Minnesota's outdoor

spaces. COPAL recognizes the importance of connecting to nature to invest in efforts to preserve it.

Therefore, we are always looking to host and promote outdoor events. If you have an outdoor event
that you would like advertised in future newsletters, please email info@copalmn.org.

Upcoming COPAL outdoor events:

MN Bluff Tour and Swim Farm Tour & Dinner

August 10| 12pm - 6pm September 14 | 3pm - 8pm

Whitewater State Park; 53504 173rd St, Austin
19041 MN-74, Altura Cost: free

Cost: free



mailto:info@copalmn.org
https://secure.everyaction.com/8M0vy1GuOUSTpoqOuuD87A2
https://secure.everyaction.com/yjfVamCcHU2jEVFlHyBv3w2

Radio Jornalera MN

Radio Jornalera is COPAL's digital station that contributes to building community power and

influencing processes of positive social change through popular education, debates on issues of

interest, and the promotion of social values and our rights. It features weekly programming including

our Environmental Justice program, What's Up Minnesota? ;Qué onda Minnesota?, where we discuss

environmental topics related to health, economy, forced migration, public policies, and much more.
Join us every Thursday from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. Tune in here!



https://radiojornaleramn.org/
https://radiojornaleramn.org/

